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Extend the Section 179D Deduction for 
Energy Efficiency in Commercial Buildings 
Section 179D, the commercial buildings energy efficiency 
tax deduction, was retroactively reauthorized through 
the end of 2017 by the February 9, 2018, budget deal. 
Enacted as part of the Energy Policy Act of 2005, this 
provision allows commercial building owners who improve 
the building’s energy-efficiency (via the building envelope, 
HVAC system, hot water, or the interior lighting system) to 
receive a deduction of as much as $1.80 per square foot in 
the year the upgrade goes into service, after receiving the 
proper third-party certification.  It is available for both new 
construction and retrofits and does not favor any particular 
method of conserving/reducing energy use.  
HOUSE & SENATE ACTION: The Section 179D deduction 
for energy-efficient commercial buildings encourages 
the construction and rehabilitation of new and existing 
commercial buildings to state-of-the-art efficiency levels.  
The deduction has been a temporary part of the tax law 
since 2005 but has expired and been reinstated five times, 
most recently expiring on December 31, 2017. Support 
H.R. 3507 introduced by Representative David Reichert 
(R-WA) to amend the Internal Revenue Code to make the 
deduction permanent. 

Support Increased Infrastructure Investment  
Continued investments in our country’s physical 
infrastructure are critical to a thriving real estate 
sector.  High quality infrastructure systems, including 
transportation, utilities, and telecommunications, are a 
crucial factor influencing real estate investment throughout 
the United States.  Investment and improvement in our 
infrastructure quality is imperative to maintaining economic 
competitiveness in today’s global economy.  This 
investment in our physical infrastructure not only improves 
commercial real estate opportunities but also contributes 
to positive job and economic growth. Roads, transit 
systems, and bridges are critical investments in every 

community. This type of infrastructure provides the basic 
fabric of economic competitiveness that cities and states 
throughout America rely on to transfer goods and services.  
HOUSE & SENATE ACTION: Continue appropriating funding 
for both the TIFIA and WIFIA programs, BUILD grants and 
the Capital Investment Grant program.  Support policies 
facilitating public-private partnerships that incentivize 
increased private sector investment in infrastructure 
projects. Support a modest increase in the motor fuel tax 
and index it for inflation so the Highway Trust Fund can 
maintain our highway infrastructure.  

Reauthorize the National Flood Insurance 
Program 
The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) allows 
properties in flood zones to insure against flooding, when 
private-market options may not be available. Without 
the NFIP, millions of home and small business owners 
in 22,000 communities nationwide would not be able to 
obtain a mortgage or insurance to protect their properties 
against the most common and costly natural disaster in 
the U.S.: flooding. The program reduces the number of 
uninsured properties that would otherwise turn to the 
federal government for taxpayer-funded disaster aid after 
floods.   
The NFIP will expire on July 31, 2018, unless Congress 
acts to reauthorize it.  CCIM Institute urges Congress 
to pass a long-term reauthorization of the program with 
common-sense reforms to make it more responsive to the 
needs of businesses in flood zones.  These include offering 
expanded coverage options for business-interruption and 
multiple structures, improving the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency’s (FEMA) mapping by moving toward 
structure-specific flood maps and Light Detection and 
Ranging (LiDAR) technologies, improving the mitigation 
options and access to FEMA grant money for commercial 
and multifamily structures, and providing the option for 
replacement cost value (instead of the current actual cash 
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value) for commercial and multifamily structures.  
HOUSE & SENATE ACTION: The NFIP must be reauthorized 
and reformed.  Support the 21st Century Flood Reform Act 
(H.R. 2874), which reauthorizes the NFIP for 5 years and 
makes it more responsive to the needs of businesses in 
flood zones.   

Support the ADA Education and Reform Act 
of 2017 (H.R. 620) 
Title III of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is 
intended to make places and opportunities accessible to 
people with disabilities. Today, unscrupulous attorneys 
are using the Act to line their pockets. These lawsuits are 
being filed without notice given to the business owners, 
who are forced to spend scarce resources on a settlement 
or preparing a defense rather than repairing the violation 
and removing the barrier. When these cases are settled, 
the bulk of the fees collected are going directly to the 

attorneys since the ADA precludes the disabled person 
from collecting damages for violations.  
The ADA Education and Reform Act (H.R. 620), introduced 
by Representative Ted Poe (R-TX), is a bipartisan bill that 
was passed by the U.S. House of Representatives in 
February. It includes a “notice and cure” provision, which 
would allow business owners the opportunity to rectify a 
violation within a reasonable amount of time before being 
threatened with a costly lawsuit or a demand letter for a 
monetary settlement. It is a common-sense bill that would 
strengthen the ADA and allow all people the opportunity to 
access commercial buildings.  
HOUSE & SENATE ACTION: CCIM Institute strongly supports 
the ADA and its mission. CCIM thanks all the members of 
the House who supported H.R. 620.  It is now the Senate’s 
turn to take up this issue. We urge the Senate to take up 
H.R. 620 or similar reform measures to address the need 
for notice and cure. 
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